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Higher order thinking refers to more advanced or complex cognitive processes that may include 
integrating facts, applying knowledge and skills, as well as analyzing and evaluating informa-
tion. Levels of thinking abilities are most often viewed from Bloom’s taxonomy (Anderson & 
Krathwohl, 2001; Bloom, Englehart, Frost, Hill, & Krathwohl, 1956). Figure 13.1 depicts the 
six levels of Bloom’s taxonomy. The first three are typically considered lower level thinking and 
the next three are considered higher order thinking.

Lower Level Skills

•• Remember: Remembering facts or information learned earlier without necessarily under-
standing or being able to use that knowledge (e.g., list or define)

•• Understand: Understanding or making sense of information without connecting the 
information to prior knowledge (e.g., explain or summarize)

•• Apply: Selecting and using information to solve a problem or specific task (e.g., demon-
strate, compute)

Higher Level Skills

•• Analyze: Breaking information or knowledge into parts and possibly making connec-
tions between those parts (e.g., compare, contrast)

•• Evaluate: Making judgments about the value of information for a particular situation 
(e.g., assess, critique)

•• Create: Creating or generating new ideas by combining information (e.g., produce, develop)

FIGURE 13.1	 Higher Order Thinking. Bloom’s taxonomy presented here is often 

used to distinguish lower level thinking skills from higher order thinking skills.
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